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ANALYSIS OF A DISCOURSE, 
From the words, Upon ONE STONE SHALL BE 
SEVEN EYES.”’—Zac. 3, 9. 


Jikta Lixe the filings of gold, all 
rts of holy writ are precious: The moft plain, 
eing the moft important, fhould have the greateft 
fhare of our atrention; but weare charged to:com- 
pare. fpiritual things with fpiritual, that we may 
improve by the leaft valuable, and know fome- 
thing of the moft abftruse. Wifhing, too anx- 
idufly, to fhun what might have the appearance of 
pedantry, we, perhaps, fo far decline the public 
difcuffion of figurative, and dark paflages of {crip- 
tur¢, as to render them liable to a fufpicion of be- 
ing either infignificant, or otherwife untenable. 


* 


- Frogy thefe remarks, you will judge with 
what propriety the words before us have been read 
on the prefent occafion. . 


In order, if poffible, to’ afcertain their true 
meaning, in dependance on diyine.aid, let us at- 
tentively furvey this singular stone, and thefe seven 
eyese inthe first place, thatwe may know what 
ig meant by this stone, it fhould.be confidered that 
_amtient writers, both facred and profane, gi 
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ly expreffed one ‘thing, when they ‘intended strong 
ly to convey an idea of another, poffeffing fimilat 
qualities; and aS we, in many inftances, ufe 
the fame-word in different fenfes, according to its 
pofitions, they ufed the fame emblems confidered 
in their différent propérties, to corivéy numerous, 
and. contrary-abftract ideas. Thefe obfervations 
will be verified by attending to a few of the moft 
obvious acceptations in which the word stone; is 
ufed by the infpired writers. 


It muft be frefh in your recollection, ‘that 2 
wicked heart, impenitrable by divine truth, is, by 
them, commonly called a heart of stone. Some- 
times to expofe the fenfelefs ftupidity of an idol, of 
whatever it may be compofed, by the artift, they 
call it a stone. Any thing highly injurious, or 
fatal, they reprefent by falling on, or being crufh— 
ed witha tone; and final perfeverance in grace, 
‘one fays, fhall be honored with agift of 4 white 
“stone, by the fupreme judge.* 


The ftone in our text, howéver, is to be un< 
derftood in none of thefe fenfes. It will appear, 
‘from feveral of its qualities, and ufes, as well as 
from many portions of {cripture, to be put, here, 
for the illuftrious Messtan. 


Curtist may'very. properly be Comparéd to a 
‘ftone; confidered’as divetted of every imperfection, 
and as poffeffing its beft qualities in an eminent 
degree. From the folidity, abundance, and dura- 
blenef. of ftone, it generally makes the féunda- 
“tion of ‘the moft fuperb edifices; and, ‘* Other 
foundation 


* Mr. Butterworth, in his excellent corcordance, oblérves, 
that there is an allufion here, to an antient cuftom of giving 2 white 
ftone ‘to one acquitttd in judgment, or whadsa cgugpercd in a 
‘public game, 
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foundation can no man lay,’’ in’ the gofpel min- 
iftry, for the falvation of fouls, than’ that which 
is laid; which is Cugist Jesug.. °Befides + Stone 
bears an exquifite polith, fparklés with natural 
radiance, and conftitutes a variety of the moft ad- 
mired ornaments : But by what colorings can we 
adequately exhibit the ‘tranfcendant beauty © of 
Crerist? Or what ornaments can be compared 
with thofe conferrred by his grace? A ftone, pro- 
bably, from its frequent and well known apphea- 
tion to a great variety of ufes, conducive to 
ftrength and beauty, is very frequently ufed to 
tiluftrate the unfearchable riches of Curist, who, 
in himfeif, is altogether lovely, and, to his people, 
a munition of rocks. Hence he is prophetically 
{tyled, in’ Jofeph, his type, the fhepherd, and the 
ftone of Hfrael, to denote, at once, his ftrength, 
¢areand tendernefs, as our Savior. -Ifaiah fays, 
with ‘evident reference to Mess: au; and with ah 
accuracy which would de honor to’ the hiftorian, 
** He fhall be for a fanétuary ;** a place. of re 
fuge for his people; “ but a ftone of ftumbling, 
and rock of offence, to both houfes of Ifrael.’’— 
By the fame prophet, with a view to Cueist, 
Gop exclaims, ** Behold 1 lay in Zion, fora foun-~ 
dation, a ftone, a tried itone, a precious corner 
{tone, a fure foundation.’ -In Danie!, the Son of 
Gop is mentioned under the fame fimilitude.— 
He was here reprefented in Nebuchadnezzer’s 
dream, by a siome cut out of a mountain, without 
hands; and after dafhing a monftrous image in 
pieces, this {tone was feen to fill the whole earth. 
The :mage was intended to reprefent four fuccef- 
five monarchies, namely, the Chaldean, then fub. 
fifting, that of the Medes and Perfians, the Gre- 
cian and the Roman, which accordingly have been 
fince over thrown to give place tothe kingdom of 
CHRIST. AQe % at , 
: Inftances 
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. _Inftances in the New Testament, confifting, 
chiefly, of quotations from, or allufions to, the O/d; 
of CurIst’s being called the stone, a rock, and 
corner-ftone, in the church, Gop’s {piritual tem- 
ple, made of lively ftones, fuited to the foundation, 
‘are tog numerous to be reviewed within our nar- 
row limits. What has been faid is deemed fuf. 
ficignt.to prove that by the stone in the paflage be- 
fore us, we are to underftand the Lorp Jesus 
C HRI ST. We proceed, therefore, 


Sereadis, To the more difficult part of the 
{ubject, oak is, to determine what is, moft Pras 
bably, intended by thefle seven eyes 


Would it be any abufe of {cripture, to confid- 
er Curist as the subjec? of the eyes before us? 
As he is a‘living ftone, may we fuppofe him to be 
aGive bere ? Or, it not being faid that the eyes 
are in, but upox him, muft he be viewed as wholly 
passive, with refpect to thefe eyes 2 ‘We know he 
is the Lamb which John thedivine faw, as it had 
been flain, having, among other auguft emblems 
of various perfections, seven eyes, which are in- 
terpreted, by infpiration, as reprefenting the di- 
verfity, and plentitude of his operations. >And we 
find that it has pleafedthe FatuHer that in him all 
fulnefs fhould dwell, as well as that he fhould be 
the object of univerfal admiration, from the exer— 
cife and difplay of his qualifications. ‘ But we are 
not to look for every thing that is true, or impor- 
tant, in one text. ' Of the-feyen eyes,’ in this pai, 
fage, Curist appears to be the odjec¢.. Upon bim, 

as Mediator, we are aflured, Jp rhe first place, is 
a eye of Gop. This is ‘plain from the whole 
tenor of fcripture. ‘Gop, indeed beholds every 
‘perfon, and thing, the evil and the good ; but with 


peculiar complacency, he looks on his belovesl 
SON, 
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Son, to whom he has committed all judgment, 
and power, that he may. uluffrate oid — 
every divine perfection, 1 in his Mediatorial office... 


Secondly, The angelic eye is fixed on Curist, 
whom Angels incefflantly worfhip, and with the 
utmott alacrity obey, as ¢beir head, and head over 
all things tothe church. And thefe holy intelli- 
gences will always, as at prefent, defire to look 
into the manifold wisdom, and declarative glory of 
Gop as they fhine in the face of Curisr Jesus.) 


Thirdly, Curist is gazed on by the envious, 
and malicious cye of the infernal crew. He was 
manifefted to deftroy their works ; and in his deep 
humiliation, under the form of a fervant, they 
knew, and were conftrained to acknowledge him 
in his high, and glorious character, as the Son of 
Gop. And ftill with a furprife, and indignation 
which make them treméle, they behold him daily 
) taking their prey, and counteracting their aie ass 
nations. 


Fourthly, Qn Curist is the eye of the divine 
law. The law looks to him to magnify and make 
it honorable. Such is its purity that it never ac— 
cepts of our obedience as an{werable.to its juft de~ 
 tnands, and defpairing of its due from us, looks to 
Curist our furety. . By dis obedience, and in 
no other way, we are made perfeGly righteous.— 
In him we are complete ; and not only bear the 
oo but receive the approbation of Gop’s 
aw 


Fiftbly, The flaming eye of justice is direct- 
ed to, and refts on Crist. Juftice looked to 
him to fatisty for our offences; and now looks 
and will Secs look on him, as having complete- 
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ly fatisfied its moft rigorous demands, in behalf 
af alt who have fled to him for. refuge, from its 
ayenging {word. ' 


. Sixthly, The eye of the Church, under the 
Antideluvian, Jewith, and Chriftian difpenfations,, 
was, is, and to eternity will be on Curist. This 
eye is faith, which looks on him whom we have 
ere and caufes us to mourn; and always be- 
olding the glory of Gop in the face of Jesus 
Curist, it changes us into the same image, 


And, Seventhly, Wicked men keep /beir 
eye on Curist. They fee, hate, reproach and 
perfecute his character, e image, in his word 
and people. They fee him, with chagrin, and 
difmay, in the growing profperity of his church ; 
and with every other eye, ‘their’s fhall fee him 
coming in the clquds, with flaming fire, when 
they will think it more tolerable to be cruthed 
with melting rocks, than to appear, as ¢h-y must, 
in His prefence, at his bar, and before his awfut 


: throne. 


Thus it appears, that the sum of what the 
Prophet, in our text, faid, 7s, “A fingularly glo- 
rious character fhall appear, and by his offices an 
perfections, attract, and fix on his perfon, the 
eyes of Gop, and men, » f00d and tad, the eyes of 
Angels and Devils, and the eyes ‘of law and 

justice.”? And, O extatic blifs! our cyes fee the 

dark prophecy made clear, and accurately fulfiled 
in Curist. He bas reigned till many, aud shalf 
veign, till all enemies, are put under his feet.— 
Bow, 4ow, my hearers, to his gentle {ceptre, be- 
fore you fee/, or rather are dasbed in pieces, by his 
iron rod! Fix your eyes'o7, and look continually 
to him, as the only ‘and all- fu ficient Savior of loft 
finners. Steadily perfevere, my chriftian breth- 
ren, 
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ren, .in looking to dm, as the only foundation of 
your hope, and the great Apoftle, in high prieft 


of your profeffion. 


To conclude: The stone which the Jewith buil- 
ders reyected, the fame is become the bead of the 
corner.. Whofoever, therefore fhall fall.upon zhis 
stone, thall be Sroken.s but on whomfoever it fhall | 
fall, it will grind. him to powder ! Look ito’ the 
stone of Israel, ye ends of the earth; and.confider, 
ere it be too Jate, that other foundation, of human 
hope and happinefs, can no -man day than ithat 
which isJaid, which is Jesus Curist, 





EXTRACT 
FROM A YOUNG MINISTER’S DIARY. 


March a, 1792, on reading rev. Oliver Hart’s 
Sermon, entitled, ‘* The Gospel Church Por- 
trayed,’’ compofed the following lines :— 


Portray’p by Hart's divinely skilful band, 

What admiration does the Church command f 

As lunar rays, inimitably fair, . 

Than crystal pure, or solar beams, more clear! 

The basis precious, tri’d, and polished stone, 

Which, ere time’s birth, ‘with dyes etherial shone. 

Materials glowing, in all parts appear, 

And native worth convincingly declare. 

The spark’ling gems, their places all assign’d, 

By cement rare, indissolubly joined. 

A brill’ ant pearl divine,-th’-inviting door, 

Agates the windows, -glitt? ring stones the fioor. | 

The stately pillars, finely varnish’d, shine, 

Erect, with strength replete, for none cua 
e 
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The sacred gall’vies sttike th? enraptur’d eye; 

~ nd all imperial elegance out-vie. — 
Th’ illustrious stairs ascended; we bebold, - 
A daxz’ ling roof of more than burnish’d gold, 
O glorious edifice! Opricé of blood! - | 
Whose builder; basi3, light, and roof is Gop ! 
In vain thy foes thy various parts assail, 
The gates of bell ’gainst thee shall ne’er prevail. 
In thee an Hetekiah, Paul, or Hart, 
Shall ever a® the faithful workman’s part. 
Till rotten stocks* no more thy walls deface, 
And thy top-stone ascend its destin’d place, 
While millions jloud as thunder,shout free grace! 


* Usconverted members of the vifiblexthurch. 
SELECT SENTENCES. . 


TO endeavor to work upon the vulgar with fine fenfe, is 
like attempting to hew plocks witharazor. ... . 7s) 

You may make infidels believe any thing but their Bibles. 

Every man has juft as much vanity as he wants underftanding. 

“Creation is a vaft theatre, in which the eternal Jenovan dif- 
plays his glory : But when we turn our eyes from nature to grace, 
wonders more fublime, myfteries more. inexplicable arreft the 
attention. oe Ca. Bike: 

Nothing can be fo coatemptible as ridicule founded on ignorance. 

There is no paflage in the Hebrew or Greek f{criptures that 
will not admit of ‘fuch an explanation as may put to filence the 
ignorance of foolifh men... © * 9... » 4 1 « 

_,. A man fhould never be afhamed to own he has been wrong, 
which is but faying, in other words, that he is wifer to-day than 
he was yefterday. / 

To be angry is to revenge the faults of otherson ourfelves. __ 

_A brave man thinks no one fuperior who does him an injury ; 
for he has it then in his power to make himfelf fuperior to the other 
by forgiving him. 

If we do not fubdue our anger it will {cbdue us,—lIt is the 
fecond word that makes the quarrel. 

There are three days coming in which CuarisT will be ef- 
teemed peculiarly precious :—the day of public calamity—-the day 
of death>and the day of judgment.” . ‘ee 

THE 
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THE LIFE OF DANIEL. 


E are affured, by the fcrip- 


tures of truth, that Daniel fat his heart to feek un— 
derftanding ; and that he did fo at an early period 
of his life is evident from his piety, when, farft a 
captive at.the Perfian Court.’ The knowledge 
thus fought, and obtained, deeply implanted prin= 
ciples of rectitude in his breaft, and taught him 
that the great bufinels of life is to ferve Gop. 


To this end, like Sanlact: Jofi ah, eid Pitdo.. 
thy, young Daniel carefully fearched the facred 
writings, and formed well digefted ideas of their 
contents.. ‘By the prophecies .of : Jeremiah, with-. 
cut immediate infpiration, Daniel Knew, and ex—. 
plicitly foretold, nen the Je ws were to bé deliver- 
ed from their Baby tonith captivity. He no fooner 
acquired: a clear knowledge of Gon’s word, than, 
implicitly bélieving it, he applied it to practical: 
purpofes. {fn réading the divine threatnings, and. 
promifes, 4ottrines, p¥ecepts, and prophecies, 
light, and grace entered; and, day by day, renew~ 
ed his foul. An accurate acquaintance with what 
God had promifed; directed and .animated all his 
prayers and fupplications. Believing the promifes 
of Gop to be in perfect Correfpondence with his 
immutable council, and regulating his own will 
by the will of Gop, he prayed with great impor— 
tunity and fuccefs for promifed bleflings. He be- 
lieved that Gop appointed prayer, and in fome 
cafes fafting, to precede, and in that view to be 
the only: condition on which he would beftow, his 
favors.. But exclufively of this confideration, 
Danicel’s piety and benevolence were fuch, that he 
could no more reftrain prayer -than he could live 


without breath ; and his prayers, preparing him for: 
i the 
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the reception of good things, improving his tem4 
ont and ennobling his whole feul, greatly promoted 
is conformity to the will and image of the Lorp 


his Gon. 


It is to. be noted, that while his prayerlefs 
contemporaries were falling daily around him, an 
eafy prey to fin, he remained unfhaken, fafe, and 
happy in the paths of virtue. 


__ Amid the diffipation and luxuries of the moft 
fplendid court in the Eaft, he maintained the 
ftricleft temperance in all things. Adding to one 
of the fineft perfons, the moft agreeable deport~ 
ment, and auracular knowledge, he was careffed, 
and loaded with preferments by feveral powerful 
Monarchs ; but though under thefe. circum ftanees 
his trials were various, and great, he proved nobly 
fuperior to them all. He not only preferred the 
pleafure of a good confcien¢e to all the riches and | 
honors of Perfia; but, rather than violate a fingle 
rule of his duty, expofed himfelf to the moft for- 
midable dangers. In the face of a foolifh, yet 
awful decree of the Medes and Perfians, at the im- 
minent rifk of his life, he continued, according te 
his cuftom, to pray, three times a day, to his Gop. 
However little many think of a rigid adherence to 
forms of religion, he had no principles lefs valua- 
ble than his life,and was determined never to ac- 
commodate himfelf, or any other man, to the dif- 
honor of Gop. No confiderations of eafe, con- 
venience, or fafety, could divert his fteady feet 
from divinely prefcribed forms of religious wor- 
fhip. When conformity to a facred ordinance, 
or other rule of holy living, was the fubject,shis 
queftion never was, May I not be faved without 
complying with it? But, always, Is compliance 
éffential te my duty? In the infpired pages, he 

a 


had met with the folemn charge, ‘* See that thou 
do all things according to the pattern fhewn ;” 
and his undeviating exa-tnefs, his inflexible rec- 
titude, was a practical comment on its flrict, and 
literal fenfe, This was thought, by men, to be 
weighing things in the balance of the Sam¢tuary 
with an ufelefs {crupulofity ; but rendered him a 
man greatly beloved, and honorably rewarded, by 
a wife and gracious Gon. 


He was protected, to aftonifhment, in boldly 
reproving vice, and made even kings to feel the 
awfulnefs of his goodnefs. With perfuafive elo- 
quence he exhorted to the practice of every duty ; 
and fo exemplary, and eminent was his piety, that 
an irrefiftible pathos, and’ force, attended his ex 
hortations, 

) 

At the fame time, he maintained, and de- 
monftrated, that high civil offices are confiftent 
with true, and fublime devotion. His love of 
Gop, produced good will to man; and this diffu- 
fed it felt j in a public fpiritednefs, and benificence, 
which he clafled with the fevereft virtues, 


His long, ufeful, and honorable life* may be 
afcribed, under Gop, to his early piety, which 
produced} and as it matured, increafed, and fup. 
ported regular living, and a well governed mind, 
He had appetites and paffions like other men, and, 
in common withthe moit frail, and fickle ot his 
{pecies, telt the force of temptation, atmofpheri- 
cal changes, and with lunar inHuence, the con. 
cuffion of rolling feafons ; but by a habit of feif- 
denial, countéracting the pernicious tendeiicies of 


hatural caufes. of diforder in his whole fyiten, 
keeping | 


* He is faid to have died, very old, at Susaa, in Perfia. 
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keeping his mind under heiaMwence of the ftrong= 
eft motives to well-doing, and attending to all the 
inftituted means of grace, he was enabled to con= 
form to the Sonuhabe rules: which are approved 
ation, by common fenfe, reaion and divine reves 
ation. bi all es Se fee 3% & 


In adverfity he enjoyed habitual ferenity, and 
free from elatement in profperity it never proved 
bis snare. He pofleffed,: without ‘foliciting, the 
favor and neniilanes of ‘the great, through feveral 
important revolutions; and was fo exemplary in 
every capacity, and relation, that his moft envious 
and fagacious enemies} defpaited of finding the 
leaft occafion againft him except 1 it were concern- 
ing the law of his Gone et i 


By the moft saneel and learned Heathens, as 
well as (Ae the Jews, he. was efteemed as an oracle ; ; 
and the fearcher of hearts, no le{s than three times 
in one chapter, mentions ‘him as. one of the moft 
righteous men who ever lived,and proverbially wile. 


Ai; 


at. © 


. & £ 


The reader may think it ftrange that Daniel had enemies ; 
but a little refleétion.will banifh any furprife that can:be excited 
from this circumftance. ‘'To be fpoken well of by all men is, in- 
deed, fuppofed a poflible cafe ;- but a-woe¢?s denounced againft thofe 
who are guilty of the bafe duplicity, or perfec infipidity, requi- 
fite for this purpofe. Any open, energetic,. and confiftent line of 
conduct that can te purfued, in fuch a world as this, will make en- 
emies. If by an undifguifed deportment we gain the approbation 
of fome, it muft be at the expence ef fellowfhip: with others ; and 
the favor of Gop, and good men can be enjoyed by no means that 
will not awaken the.enmity and refentment of the carnal mind.— 
Should a perfon’s moral charaéter be ever fo irreproachable, envy 
and jealoufy will fuggelt, that the mstsves of his conduct are bad, 
that he is infeited with pride, or fome other secret fin ; that he isa 
itickler for forms of religion, an enthufiaft, or bigot; and when 
nothing elfe can be faid of a good man, with the fhadow of plaufi-: 


bility, his enemies will fay that he i is a Aypocrite. 





























Life of Daniel. rr 


His famous prophecies* will him keep in moft ref 
pectful remembrace, on earth, ’till thefe heavens are 
no more; and then, as one who has turned many 
unto righteoufnefS, he fhall fhine, with additional 
juftre, asa ftar of the firft magnitude, forever and 
ever. In his ninth chapter we fee the deep fenfe 
he had of the imperfection of his own righteouf- 
nefs, the abundant overflowings of evangelicalre- 
pentance for the fins incident to our fallen nature, 
and the exercife of a ftrong faith in the Prince, 
Meffiah, ‘who was to be ‘cut off, but not for 
himfelf, to put an end to tranfgreffion, and bring in 
everlafting righteoufnefs.’* Here we find a min- 
ifter of ftate, a penitent and believer in Jesus 
Cueist; and in these charaders, alon-, he expect- 
ed and found acceptance with Gop. *Asaqll men 
come into, and go gut of the world alike, fo the 
method of falvation reduces all ta a ftate of per- 
fet equality, in what refpects their juftification 
before Gop. The beggar and the prince, the 
favave and the fage, the moral and the profane, 
are equally incapable of being faved oy their own 
{trength, or intheir own ‘‘ righteousuesses,’? which 
are all as ‘* filthy rags,’? and muft receive with 
equal freenefs, the ‘* garment of falvation,”’ 
wrought out, and brought in by the active and 
paflive obedience of the Lornp Jesus Curist.— 
It is in him, and.in him oa/y, that any of our race 
have ever bad, or ever can bave, ftrength and 
righteoufnefs, to render them complete in the fight 
of Gop. The great Dantel, chief in the councils 
7” of 


* The prophecies of Daniel are fo clearly applicable to the 
great events they reier to, and fo evidently inapplicable to all others, 
that learned men, ’till- fully convinced of the contrary, have mifs 
taken them for +hiftory ; and to every competent reader, Daniel’s 

‘book alone, unanfwerably proves, O Jews! that Jesus Curist 
is your Messiab. When ended Damiel’s seventy weeks 2 Whiat's 
become of Fudad’s Sceptre ? 
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of Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, and Darius, prevalent 
in prayer, mighty in words and deeds, was juftified 
before Gop, like the poor penitent thief, “‘ frec/y, 
by grace, thro’ the redemption that is in Curist 
Jesus.” | | , 

The ftar—like variety, of degrees, in glory, 
which will appear among the people of Gop, in the 
refurrection, muft refult from their ufefulnefs, and 
conformity to the divine image. In thefe refpects 
Daniel had not a greater fuperiority on earth, than 
he will have in heaven. _ The greateft ufefulnefs, 
and the higheft degree of holinefs, are the only ob={ 
yects of chriftiana—competition, as forming the 
brighteft crown of glory. Jesus, the captain of 
our falvation, endured the crofs, and defpifed the 
fhame, as a man, for the glory that was fet before 
him; this was the recompence to which Mofes 
had refpect in renouncing the pleafures of fin, in 
Pharoah’s Court, and this was the prize in Dan- 
iel’s view, that eclipfed all the treafures of Per- 
fia, andrendered him pre-eminent in goodnefs.— 
it is probable, in a high degree, that no mere man 
was ever more free from failings, or better im- 
proved his advantages, than this illuftrious Jew. 
Even among christians, and chriftians compara- 
tively emznent, to what a vaft extent is he unrival- 
ed in his attainments ! ; ITER 


EXTRACT, 
Of a Charge to a Grand Fury, by Fudge Rush, 
Tweety canonly be fup. 
ported in two ways—one is, by afferting that there 


is no fuch thing as moral obligation ; which no 
Deift 
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Deift is hardv enough to do—the other is, by provs. 
ing-that forrow for the violation of a law, is a sufs 
ficient atonement, and that this is difcoverable by 
the light of asthee: which we hefitate not to fay 
is utterly impofible, becaufe repugnant to truth, 
reafon and the plain dictates of common fenfe. 

Revelation therefore is neceflary to thew on 
what terms the Deity will pardon the violation of 
his laws. | 

But it has been faid, the Chriflian Religion 
cannot be #bis revelation, becaufe, in some things i it 
is unintelligible and incomprehenfible. 

_ It is fo, Gentlemen: and were it not fo, it 
would be unlike all the other works of the Deity, 
and for that reason only, ought to be rejected as a 
mere human frabrication. “Fell me, thou vain pre- 
tender to reafon and philofophy ! how yonder fun 
has continued for thoufands of years to pour forth 
fuch ftupendous floods of light without any-percep- 
tible diminution ? of how its rays, darting witha 
velocity exceeding the motion of a cannon ball, 
can meet the eye without the fmalleft pain or inju- 
ry ?—Tell me, why the purple ftream that-flows 
in thy veins, not only defcends, but afcends, con- 
trary to all the laws.of motion ?—Tell me w hy the 
magnetic needle points to the poles? and develope 
if thou canft, the caufes of its variation ?—Tell me 
by what fine-spun cords thy invifible fpirit is united 
to matter, and how thy beating heart degan ite 


vital motion ?>—7Tell me. 
dab eats Why the good man’s fhare 
In life is ga// and “bitterness of foul ?— 
Why the lone widow and her crphans, pine 
In ftarving folicitude ?..........20ce+s 
Gh ene dia ces adhe Why heav’n-born truth 
And moderation fair, wear the red marks , 
Of fuperftition’s fcourge ?............. THOMSON. 


Explain to me thefe, and ten thoufand other 


myfteries that exift in the books of nature and 
providence 
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providence, and then will I alfo explain to you the 
myfteries in the volume of Revelation. . How 
prepofterous arid irrational, while the voice of na- 
ture proclaims aloud: that the Deity is incompre-— 
hentible, and we daily fee that in all his.works and. 

ways he is equally fo, to expe¢t that a revelation 
concerning Gop himself, the Creator of all things, 
fhould wo¢ contain myfterious truths, espe’ as 
bove human reafon! . / 


eect Ty ae 
LOCKE’ s OPINION or THE BIBLE. 


; Pi3 holy fcriptures are an inex- 
hauftible treafure. Indeed the’ perfection of the 
Bible, is truly aflonifhing, It refembles the leaves. 
of the tree of life, which were appointed for the, 
healing of the nations. The. precepts moft .pure 
and perfective of mankind are there recommended, 
nay, and demonftrated too, as they are exemplified 
in the conduct of all thofe who have had the com- 
mon underftanding, and the grace to. be governed. 
by their directions : So that the Sciolifts and rms 
pirics, who have fifted their fufficiency, and, 
contradiction to St. Paul, fay, ‘*,the ‘foolifhnefs of 
man is wifer thea Gop,” are of all creatures the 
moft ridiculous. , 

The great antipathy which a thoughtlefs tribe. 
among us profeifes againft the {criptures, is beft ac~ 
counte ed for from hence, becaufe they make us ac- 
guainted with ourfelves, and teach us iundry une, 
fafhionable duties which they are determined never 
to practice; and therefore, as it happens in too 
many other cafes, the fcriptures being agiin{t them, 
they are against the {criptures. Thofe who dif-. 
esteem the Bible, may be enlistéd under fome of 
thefe Denominations, the proud, heady, fuperfic ial 
boasters , the low, carnal, indolent, heavy Sexsuz- 
alists, the confident,. malicious, and profane, wha. 


are difobedient, and abominable, to EVERY GOOD 
WORK REPROBATE. ORIGINAL® 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


Phim the, rev. WILLIAM Carey, Missionary in 
the. East-Indies, to the rev. Doéoy Wii 
LIAM Rocers, of Philadelphia. 


CALCUTTA, 
College of Fort William, Nov. §, 180%: 


AS ¥ nr a . 4 . eo . A. 
MY DEAR BROTHER IN OUR LORD JESUS GHURIST, 


“ 


Pe are oe I reccived. yours by. our much ref~ 
pected friend, Captain. Wickes, and teel myfelf 
much obliged. by your kind corref{pondence. .. You 
wil! before this. have received two letters from me, 
One by Capt. Hague of New-York, and the other 
by Mr. Wilcox of Philadelphia; the laft accom 
ps with a copy or two of the Bengalee Newa 
eftament. 

> By the. prefent, opportunity .I fend you three 
@opies of my Béngalee Grammar, . three copies of 
Colloquies for the ufe of ftudents ig that language, 
and thrée copies of the hiftory ot King Pritapa~ 
dityo.., The firft profe book, I believe .ever writ 
ten by 4 native; and I am fure, (the New Tcfta- 
ment. excepted) the firft ever, printed in the Ben- 
galee language—it is a real hiftory, and was written 
by Kam Ram Bose.. I beg that you will accept a 
copy of each, & that you will prefent the College:at 
Philadelphia with acopy of each,in my name. The 
other copy I wifh you to give away as you think 
proper, to any perfon or place you pleafe. 


ne reafon of my writing thefe books, mn4 
encouraging the writing of che hiftory is this: 
C was 
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was laft April, very unexpectedly, . appointed Pro- 


-feffor of the Béengalee and Sangfhrito languages, in 


the College of Fott. William; I foon found that 
Thad not only to teach thefe languages, but that 
¥ mutt alfo furnifh materials for téaching them ; 
for tho’ there was a Grammar publifhed fome years 
ago, yet, it was toc. erroneous to be made a ftand- 
ard for teaching the language; and other books 
there were none proper for the purpofe.—I there- 
ford tidught myfelf bound in duty to fupply thefe 
deficiencies. I am now éngaged in writing a 
Grammaf ofthe Sangfhrito, which compound with 
the Bengalee, is an herculean engagement— That 
languace being, perhaps, the moft complex in the 
world—=I believe that the fimple inflections of one 
fingl¢ root aye not lefs than a thoufand ; and if we 
teckon the compound forms which a root is capa- 
ble of afluming, I am fure ten thoufand would bea 
very moderate’ computation ; add to this that more 
than half the verbs are irregular; but I fay né 
More about this.’ : 


Our Gracious Gon his given us fome fuccefs 
jn our work ; among the heathens, fix of the native 
Hindoos have been joined to our church by bap- 
tifm, and continue to walk more confiftently than 
could have becn expected, when we conftidér the 
previous uninformed ftate of their minds, and how 
compleatly they were immerfed in fin, and fur- 
rounded with evil examples. I have great hopé 
that one of the converted Hindoos may bécomea 
preacher of the'gofpel. Sorne few more openings, 
which have lately appeared, give'us reafor’ to hope 
that Gop is at work onthe hearts of fome others. 
I have this hour returned from a vifit to two houfes, 
where I hope Gop has begun a real work in the 
hearts of two Roman Catholics-Potrynefe. You, 
hoWever, in America, cannot form an idea of the 

ignorance 
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ignorance of a Catholic in India; they are, many 
of them, perhaps much Jower funk than the Hin- 
deos and Muffulmans. 


Since I fat down to write’ this, your parcel 
came in which was dated May 13... By which, and 
by thofe of brother Staughton, my heart is much 
comforted ; I hope you will both continue, and 
increafé your communications, they are very in- 


terefting to us; and we, liying to remote from 


¢hriftian fociety, have need of. all that can be 
communicated from our brethren, to f{trengthen us 
in the ways of the Lorp, 


The ways of the Lorp are very my*erious, 
Since I wrote laft, the Lorp has removed from 
our fociety two Miffionaries. Brother Brunfdon 
died in July laft, after a long and heavy affliction ; 
and on the 13th ult. died brother Thomas, after an 
affliction of about a month; he was recovered from 
his derangement in about a month after I wrote to 
you laft; but his outward part has vifibly decay- 
ed fince that, and repeated attacks of difeafe gave 
him warning that the time of his departure was at 
hand. I hear that the latter part of his. jife was 
very fpiritual, and his death happy. He died at 
Dinagipore, about 359 miles north of this place, 
at the houfe or our dear brother Fernandez ; but 
on account of the diftance, none of us were witnef= 
fes to his laft moments. We are now reduced to 
three Miffionaries—yet we live in love ; and con- 
fidering that we now have a New-Teftament pub- 
liflied, anda number of #mall tracts; and alio thas 
we are now all of us able to preach in the native 
tongue. (My eldeit fon alfo frequently addreffes the 
natives, being, perhaps, better acquainted with 
Bengalee than’ Englifh.) I think the Miffion is 
fironger than ever it was before. Succefs depends 
93 ee wholly 
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wholly on the divine influence, for that, we mu fk 
wait in the ufe of all appointed means. Our breth- 
rén, I think Ican fay with fafety, are truly diligent 
in improving every ‘opportunity which divine aio" 
vidence puts into their hands. oe 


T cannot fay any shing of myfelf, except that 
T am oneof the higheft favored, and moft ungrateful 
perfons in the univerfe ; yet, fiich as I am, I de- 
fire to be employed in the work of my ORD, till I 
have done with earth ;' and if then''} am admitted 
the abodes of the bleffed, to ‘adore him forevér 
and ever. * Think of me—-pray for me—and write 
oftener to me. Give my citiftian love to brother 
Uftick—I with him tan of divine fupport in all 
his trials—May that Gop be your portion and 
mine. 
eahiieh Tam n yours affeStionatey, 


WILLIAM CAREY. 


- 





CALCUTTA, June 16, 1802. 


"* VERY DEAR pic crag 


A much refpected friend, Capt. 


Hague, of New- York, being here, I embrace the 
1 oeeered to write to you by him. 


L] expet that you have before this time: re— 
ceived my letter by Captain Wickes, who will alfo 
be able to give you much more’ information ref- 
pecting us than I can in the compafs of a letter, 
e!pecially fuch a one as 1 fhall be able to write at 
this time. — 


wa: q 
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I rejoice much that the New-York Miffion 
Society is going on fo well; may the Lorp crown 
their labors with his divine blefling. Pray what 
is become of the other Miffion Societies in Ame- 
tica—was not one formed in or near Philadelphia, 
and a fecond one inthe ftate of New-York? [| 
hope they are not become extinct. In every un- 
dertaking which we engage in, for Gon, we fhall 
have need of patience, Sometimes want of immediate 
co-operation & fupport may difcourage us ; at other 
times unmerited, or even deferved blame may in- 
duceus to abandon a good caufe, and oftentimes a 
fenfe of our own littlenefs, and inconfiderablenefs 
inclines us to defert a poft which onght to be main- 
tained. It would, however, be well for us, in all 
public undertakings, to forget ourfelves altogether ; 
and let the honor of Gop be all in all—then fhall 
we fee the i mportance ot perfevering to-the end in 
every*{cheme, which has that for its obje¢ct—and 
experience will fréquently correct thofe errors, or 
miftakes, into which we too often fall when we fet 
out. ‘A very little acquaintance with the human 
heart, and of the nature of fociety, will convince us 
that our beft meafures will need continual rectify- 
ing ; and that the fuccefs will often be far fhort of 
the fanguine expectations -which are frequently 
formed in the commencement of an undertaking. 
There, probably, are weighty reafons in the di- 
vine mind, for this peculiar trait of his providence ; 
but we know, notwithftanding all thefe things, that 
the whole world will be brought to the knowledge 
of the truth ; and from the general courfe of Gop’s 
conduct, we expect that the end will be accom- 
plifhed by certain means. The means of conver- 
ting finners are ordinarily the preaching of the go/- 
pel, and other collateral inftructions. Gop, 1t is 
true, can and often does work without means ; but 
it is prefumption in usto expect it if the means are 

in 
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in our power—and alfo, if the means do not hear 
fome proportion to the end which is to be obtain 
ed.—At prefent, however, the means ef convert. 
ing the whole world are very difproportioned to the 
end—and j it becomes chriftians to confider feriouf- 
ly whether their force cannot be increafed, and dif- 
pated of to greater advantage—and whether many 
whole gifts might be employed with great advan 
tage, are not now enjoying their farms, and mer- 
chandize, or are in fome other criminal way at 
eafe in Zion. —The chriftian church as a body, hag 
the whole force of Infidelity—error, and {uper- 
ftition to contend. with—and 1s alfo charged with 
the important office of fpreading the gofpel 
through the whole world—we mutt ‘not relax our 
labors—we muft redouble our efforts, and after all 
like hufbandmen haye long patience, 


We have abundant reafon to blefs the Lorn 
for his goodnefs to India. Befides two Evangeli- 
cal Epifeopal Minifters in Calcutta, who are, ] 
think, much revived lately—he has raifed a Bap- 
tift Church in this country, which now confifts o 
nineteen members—-nine of whom have been bap- 
tifed from among the heathen. I expect to Bap~ 
tize the firft Muffulman in‘a w eek of two, in com- 
pany with one or more Hindoos—for we have at 
this time fix natives who with to join the church, 
who have all loft caft for Curist, and there are 
two other natives alfo whom we ‘with to join it.— 
Peopic come froma great diftance to hear what 
this new doctrine is; and the New-Teftament is 
widely difperfed. Lofing caft, a thing which 

only eighteen months ago was thought worfe than 
death, is now becoming fo common, that its pro— 
grefs cannot be ftopped. Several Europeans have 
alfo, lately, fet out in the ways of Gop, who are 
ermaments in the caufe of Gob and truth. 


We 
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We think of beginning. to publith. a Maga= 


Zine, perhaps quarterly you can furnifh us 
with any well authenticated anecdotes of good 
men, or any accounts of the revival, pres or 
éven decline of religion, or literature in America, 
you will much oblige me. It is to confift of reli- 
gious pieces, afiatic opinions, cuftoms, or litera- 
ture, and natural hiftory—the laft may ferve as 
fauce to induce fome palates to tafte the firft. 


Give my lové to Capt. Wickes, Mr. Staugha 
ton; Mr. Uftich, and Mr. Milldoler. 


i am, affectionately, yours, 


WILLIAM CAREY. 


My brothérs would join’ mé in love if they 
knew of my writing. 


Ses Se Ne masse ines oe set 
__ EXTRACT FROM THE AURORA; 
; Of February 21, 1803. 
tO THE EDITOR Of THE AURORA. 

SIR; . 
Yau paper of the rft inft. 
falling i in my way laft evening, I particularly noti« 
ced in it, Mr. Thomas Paine’s letter to Samuel 
Adarns ; in which there are many things that de- 
ote the man. But I have no, intention to make 
remarks on any part of it, but one paragraph, 
where he infinuates, that the divine authority of 


the New Teftament, refts on the decrees of councils 


Sbout 1450 years age. ‘This, in my mind argues 
3 either 
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either want of knowledge or of candor. For, hé 
ought to know, that by far the greater part of the 
books that compofe the New Teitament, were 
fupported by the unanimous te(timony of the prime 
itive church, hundréds of years before the period 
he refers to. , He ought to know moreover, that fo 
far from refting the divine infpiration of thofe 
facred books on thé votes, as he words it, of coun~ 
cils, we do not even reft it on the., testimony of the 
antients alone, though their teftimony be credible 
in matters of hiftory, but upon. much more folid. 
grounds, viz. that the writers of thofe books were 
infpired men ; that they confirmed their doctrines 
and miffion by working miracles,’ and that.their 
writings contain prophecies that have been fulfilled. 
Thefe confiderations afford a foundation of faith 
not to be fhaken. , . Lonly add, if Mr.. Paine knew. 
thefe things, was it not very . ‘uncandid in him to 
publith the above paragraph ? if he. did not know 
them, he was difqualified from writing on the fubject, 

You will be fo good, tir, as to give this a place 
in your paper, and oblige at leait your very hum= 


ble fervant, 
_ SAMUEL JONES.* 
* Dofor Jones, oo Lower Dublin. . 


ONE OF WATTS’s BEAUTIES. 
‘how Gofp el of Curist is likea feal 


er fignet, of fuch Sivinie. engraving, that no created. 
power can counterfeit it ; and when the Sp1rir of. 
Gop has ftamped this Gofpel on the foul, there 
are fo many holy and happy lines drawn or im- 
preffed thereby, fo many facred fignatures and dig, 
vine features ftamped on the mind, that they give, 
cértain evidence both of a heavenly fignet and a 


heavenly OPERATOR. | 
ANALYSIS 
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ANALYSIS OF PROPHECY. 


Provitecy | is an anticipated 
hiftory of interefting facts from the deginneng to the 
end of time. ‘To indite fuch a work require d infil. 
nite, wifdom, and, therefore. genuine Propnecy is 
claffed with the giearett of miracles.” Sir Ifaac 
Newton juftly obferves, that the defign of Gop in 
piving the prophecies, was not to gratify the curiof- 
wies of men by enabling them to “foreknow things ; 
but to furnith irrefiftable evidence of his omni- 
{cience in their fulfilment by the difpenfations of 
his own Providence. It is not for us to know the 
times and feafons. Lord Bacon anxioufly recom. 
mended compofing an accurate hiftory of all fu/- 
filed prophecies. On this plan the truth of events, 
is joined with each refpective prophecy of {cripture, 


miftakes are prevented, and the diftin<tion | Kept 


clear between fulfiled, and unfulfiled predictions. 
The prophecies are written partly in myfte- 
rious hierogliphics, and partly in intelligible 
terms: The meaning of the latter is a clue to rhat 
of the former ; and, therefore, by comparing one 
part of the prophecies with another the literal 
meaning of the myfterious may be attained, and its 
coincidence with the difpenfations, or facts, referred 
to, as they take place, is minutely difplayed to 
view. Prophecies, intended to admonish, or en= 
courage, are expreiled in plain language ; but others 


in dark and figurative, which before their ful file. 


ment, is inexplicable. The attentive and compe- 
tent reader percieves a rich vien of thefe different 
kinds of prophecy running throughout the facred 
oracles, , 

Gop himfelf vouchfafed to inform Adam of 
his own future ftate, and that of his defcendants; 
Noah foretold the ftate and character of his pof- 

D terity ; 
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terity ; Mofes the difperfion and fate of the Jews ; 
and ofbers the deftruction of Nineveh, Babylon, 
Tyre, and the four great Monarchies ; the coming, 
character, fufferings, and fucceeding glory of 
Curist; who predicted the deftruction of the Jew- 
ifh Temple, his own ignominious déath, glorious 
refurrection, and endlefs profperity ; to all which 
is added the book of revelation, that foretold the 
rapid progrefs of the Gospe/ in, and foon after the 
apoftolic age, its triumphing over the errors and 
darknefs of heathen idolatry in all parts of the 
world, the fubfequent decline of the church, the 
rife of two formidable apoftacies, the Mobamedan 
and Papa/, by which the church fhould be trodden 
under feet r260 years, the rifing of a dreadful d/as- 
pheming power, in the latter days, the reign of 
Curist on earth, and final overthrow of all his 
enemies. 

The apocalypfe is the moft important, fub- 
lime, and awful theme that ever employed the 
mind of man. [It contains thé prophetic hiftory 
of all the prominent events in which the church 
was to be concerned from her rife to her confum- 
mation in glory. 

In this grand and facred theme, the principal 
characters are Gop, the Mediator, the two witnes- 
ses or Testaments, Satan, the Dragon, or powers of 
Paganism, the great fenfual apostate Mobamed, in 
the eaft, the great idolatrous apoftate, thé Pope, in 
the weft, the BEAST OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, 
or the powers of <A/bezsm, establifhed by revolu- 
tionary France, Babylon the great, the mother of 
harlots, and abominations of the earth, a mighty 
power to be formed hereafter, to confilt of a con- 
federacy of all the before-mentioned enemies of 
Gop, and truth; and Gog and Magog, another 
mighty power to be Bibbs under the banners of 
Satan by a combination of all the wicked and un- 


godly 
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godly upon the earth, to make one great effort to 
deftroy the church of Curist. 

The prophetic part of the apocalypfe beging 
with a narration of the primitive individual church- 
es, and proceeds toa history of the univerfal church, 
reprefented as contained in a book fealed with 
feven feals. The fubject here treated of, is divi- 
ded into three paris, or fuccefflive periods of events, 
under the allegory of seals, trumpets, and vials. 
Fach of the great topics are again fubdivided into 
lefs periods, under seven feals, seven trumpets, and 
seven Vials; and in order to preferve the connexion 
of events, and harmony of his narration, the pro- 
phet makes ufe of the feventh, and /ast seal to in- 
troduce the fubjects of the trumpets ; of the feventh, 
and laft trampet, thofe of the vials; and of the 
feventh, and last v/a/,that of the trump by which the 
whole race of Adam fhall be fummoned before 
Gop. 

Curist opens the sea/s, which relate to the 
progrefs, and exaltation of his church; ange/s dif- 
clofe the contents of the trumpets, which announce 
the judgments of Gop on the wicked; and the 
vials are fhown to contain the wrath of Gop, by a 
voice from bis throne. The feals bring the church, 
rifing i in glory, to the end of the foarth century ; 


in the beginning of the fifth, elated with fuccefs, | 


fhe began to experience the long train of calami- 
ties, foretold by the first four trumpets; from this 
period the degenerated church was feverely punifh- 
ed with rapine, havoc, and defolation, to the latter 
end of the séxth century ; and no reformation tak~ 
ing place, the other three trumpets, replete with 
heavier judgments, were called woe-/rumpets.— 
Under the two firft of thefe were the dreadful per- 
fecutions, darknefs, and mifery introduced by the 
Papifts and Mahometans. The /ast trumpet has 


been founding ever fince the commencement of 
the 
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the French Revolution, and there is {trong proba- 
bility, that the feven angels, having the feven vials, 
filled with the feven laft plagues, have begun to 
pour out the wrath of Gop upon the fenfual, a- 
theiftical, blafpheming, and idolatrous part of 
mankind, This conjecture refpecting the prefent 
time, as the /ast days foretold by the prophets, is fo 
fir from being cider! that its probability is 
countenanced by the higheft authority, before, as 
well as after the coming of Curist. The Jew 
ifh Rabbies antecedent to, and the primitive fa- 
thers after that bleffed event, believed that the 
world was to endure 7000 years; namely, 6000 
before the firft refurrection and fecond coming of 
Curis, and the remaining 1000 years during his > 
reign upon earth; and that at the end of that peri- 
od the fecond refurrection and end of the world 
were to fucceed. This faith prevailed in the 
church of Gop during many ages; and until it be- 
came loft in Mohamedan and Papal ignorance and 
apoftacy. It was revived foon after aha reformas 
tion, is entertained by many pious chriftians at this 
day, and is certainly fupported by the scripéures, 
If, then, this belief is well founded, and there is 
any dependance to be placed on the chronology of 
the worl, founded on holy writ, and received as 
true by all chriftian natiens, 6000 years are nearly 
paffed. 


Is there not a ftrong probability that we are 
living in ‘‘the /as¢ days, under the third woe- 
erumpet, wnkan was to announce the pouring out 
of the feven vials of the wrath of Gop, upon Chrif= 
tian hypocrites, Pagans, Mahomedans, Papifts, and 
Atheifts, in order to feparate “the fheep from the 
goats, the wheat from the chaff ;’’ and to prepare 
the righteous remnant of the church for the king- 
gom of CuristT? 


But 
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But let us fee for ourfelves what the {criptures 
fay of this pericd of time :— 

Paul fays to Timothy, ‘* In the Jast days peri- 
lous times fhal! come. Men fhall be lovers of 
themselves, covetous, boasters, blasphemers ; difo- 
bedient to parents, uatbankful, unboly, without na~ 
tural affection; truce breakers, false accusers ; in- 
coniincent, Wrce. despisers of thofe that are good; 
jrattors, heady, high-minded; lovers of pleasure, 
more than lovers of Gon. Thefe resist THe 
faith—tTHe* truth.’ Now fuch a fcene as this, 
on a large confpicuous feale, the annals of m: inkind 
never exhibited till the powers of Atheism lately 
rofe in France. Welearn that ail nations, wheth- 
er Pagan, or Chriftian, down to that period have 
been convinced of the ‘utility, and abfolute necef~ 
fity of embracing, and openly profefiing fome 
moral principle, and fome kind of religion, found- 
ed on the belief of one Supreme Gop, “the Creator 
and Governor of the Univerfe. A few years only 
have elapfed fince it was a doubt, whether the rea- 
fon of man could be fo far corrupted, as to difbe. 
lieve THE BEING OF Gop.. It was thought the 
immenfe volume of demontftrations, confirming 
this truth, inceflantly prefented to the mind of 
man, in creation, and providence, rendered hat 
persuasion 1MPOSSIBLE: But in the prefent days, 
we have feen kings, pruaces, nobility, and other 
great men of the earth—we have feen a whole na- 
tion, computed at thirty millions of people, eftab. 
lith the abfurd and horrible doctrine of A/beism, 
as an effential part of itate polity; and refolving to 
compel every ofber nation to drink of the {ame 
dreadful poifon, or to extripate them from the face 
of the earth! To effect this fatanicai purpole, 
they have fent, from their revolutionary Pands0- 
nium, innumerable emifaries toall the tour quarters 


* Deny, and resist the truth of Gon’s exilkcace. , 
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of the globe, who, forming themfelves into Socie- 
ties for that exprefs purpofe, have fpread their pef- 
tiferous doctrines among mankind with inconciev- 
able fuccefs. In numberlefs inftances they have 
broken the chain which unites man to the great 
author of his being, and diffolved the relations of 
ruler and ruled, parent and child, hufband and 
wife, eftablithing i in their ftead, the wild anarchy, 
and unbridled licentiou{nefs of Atheifm.- 

This interpretation refpecting the present limes, 
feems to be further countenanced by St. Jude.— 
He fays, there fhall be ‘‘ mockers’’ in fo laft days. 
The candid reader will judge whether the French 
nation, and its numerous adberents, are not emi- 
nently ‘*mockers’? of all religious truth. Indced 
it is notorious, that they have not only ‘* mocked’? 
the word of Gop, byt in the moft opex and fla- 
grant manner denied his existence. 

St. Peter, likewife, fpeaking of the laft days, 
fays, ‘‘there fhall come scoffers, walking after 
their own ungodly lusts,’’ who fhall ridicule the 
doctrine of Curist’s defcending to judge the 
world. Andis it nota truth of the moft extenfive 
notoriety, that the atheiftical revolutionifts of 
France, have made the whole word of Gop, as 
well as the coming of Curist, the unceafing 
theme of ridicule and contempt, in profane publi- 
cations of every fize and defcription, & even in their 
theatres ? and to give unreferved national fanction 
tothe mockery, did not the Convention, attended by 
an innumerable holt of atheifts abjure Curist, and 
deny the exiftence of Gon? ‘To heighten their 
fcoffng and contempt for the ever-living Gop, 
and his holy word, did they not create an image, 
honor and addrefs it as their only supreme Gon, 
burn incence upon its altar, and.qvorship it; and 
moreover, (I tremble to repeat it) tie the /wo Tes 
dameuts to the tale ofan afs, and dragging them 

through 
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through the ftreets, burn them by the common éxe- 
cutioner 2 


Thus, whether we confider the opinions of the 
antient Jews and primitive fathers, or the predic- 
tions of the laft ‘* days and times’? by Paul, Fude, 
or Peter, we find that allof them accurately cor- 
re{pond with the period of the ** ¢hird and last woe’? 
of the Prophet. 


He concluded the events of the second wee, with 
the eftablifhment of the power of Athezsm by the 
French, in 1791, and detailed the events of the 
third and last woe, under the fymbols of the sever 

vials. 


Under the first vial he defcribed the dread- 
ful plagues thar fell on France, in the deftruction of 
government, the death of the king, amd theeftab- 
lifhment of Atheism. 


Under the second vial, he foretold the fali of 
Papal Rome. ‘ , 


Under the third, the plagues and ravages late. 
ly fuffered by Papal Germany. 

Under hel feoreh the deftruction of the fer- 
rorists, or principal leaders, and authors of the 
French revolution. 

Under the fifth, the fall of the athetftical and 
revolutionary power of France. 

Under the sixth, not yet fully poured out, he 
foretells the fall of the Oftoman Empire, and the 
Mobamedan Apostacy. And, 

Under the seventh vial, the dreadful plagucs 
of the wrath of Gop, upon a great confederacy of 
Pagans, Apostates, and Atbeists, which fhall con- 
fpire to make an effort to deftroy the word of 
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Gop, ind prevent the coming of Curist; to- 
pether with the utter deftruction of this cc nfedera~ 
cy; and all this preparatory to the first resurrec~ 
tion, and the fecond coming of Curisr to reign 
upon the earth. 


4 
> 


After this will be the deftruction of all 
Curist’senemies, Gog and Mageg,the last resur- 
rection, and final judgment. 

The old world will then be deflroyed by fire, 
the creation of the new heavens and new earth will 
take place, the wicked be turned into hell, and the 
righteous received into fuperlative, and ineffable 
J°Ys ) pasted 

The reader has now a brief view of Scripture 
Prophecy, efpecially of the apocalypse. It would 
appear that all the events foretold under the feven 
feals and fix firft trumpets, bave come fo pass, 
inthe order they were foretold; that they bring 
down the predictions, with their refpective com- 
pletions, to the present times ;—and that no pro- 
phetic event remains to be fulfiled, fave part of 
thofe of the Jas and third woeelrumpet, or the 
seven vials of ibe wraib of Gop. 


CLELLKAKSs 


THE above is extracted from the introduc- 
tion to, and firft chapter of, ‘* Brief Commenta= 
ries upon fuch parts of the Revelation and other 
Prophecies as immediately refer to the prefent 
times,’’ lately publifhed by S. Gosnet, Printer, 
Little Queen Street, Holborn. After giving “‘ A 
fummary of the prominent events contained in the 
Apocalypfe,”’ the author profecutes his defign 
through 496 Oxtavo pages:—With what ingenu- 
ity, correctnefs, and fuccefs, muft not be determin- 
ed by the, EDITOR. 

THE 
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VALEDICTORY 


DELIVERED: BY 


Miss SOPHIA MUMFORD, 
AT THE. 
SEMI. ANNUAL EX AMINATION 
OF THE 
Fayettville . Academy. 
ADDRESSED PARTICULARLY TOTHE YOUNG LADIES, 


MY DEAR AND AMIABLE FRIENDS, 


| Tue hour of feparation ap- 
proaches, when to thefe fcenes of intrahion. I 
muft bid a laft adieu; and to you, my dear com- 
panions, a fond, perhap s,a laft farewell. Yet ere 
the curtain drop 9s, which ‘poftibly may fever us for- 
ever, permit me,.in the language of endearing 
friendthip, to addrefs to you the dictates of fond 
affection, and the genuine fentiments, of a heart, 
which ever beat refponfive to the foft touches of 
friendfhip and efteem, _. 

_ But what fhall be my theme? Abforbed in 
the fad contemplation of being torn, by the ruth. 
lefs hand of neceffity, from all we hold moft dear, 
we attend not to the cold leffons of philofophy and 
refignation. Intent on the event of final fepara- 
tion ines our beloved object, we offer not the balm 
of comfort, which in moments of ferenity opens to 
our view. Let me, if poffiole, forego thofe me- 
Jancholy thoughts—Let me, for awhile, at the 
fhrine of prudence, facrifice my fympathetic feel- 
ings; and while my heart glows, with nought but 
withes for your happinefs, offer fome few remarks 
worthy your attenuon; and which may conduce 
much to the attainment of the defirable end. How 
fhall I begin? Though feeling for your deareft in- 
tere{t, and willing to inculcate maxims tending 
to its promotion ; yet, when I caft my eyes around, 
beholding nought but innocence and truth, the cold 
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precepts of caution faulter on my tongue, checked by 
the unfufpicious look of confcious goodnefs, and the 
{weet Gaiiles of childifh innocence. Pleafing, de- 
lightful fight! No hardened front ftampt with the 
bluth of vice, prefents to my view ; but the plea- 
fing afpect of opening worth and beauty beaitis oft 
my fight, wherefoe’er I turn. Ah! yelmiling in- 
nocents, could it ever be thus! But the infidious 
tempter, couched beneath your feet, lurks in your 
path, and waits your progreffive fteps, Yes, my 
fiiters, the world, with all its deceptive guile, awaits 
you. Soon you willquit thefe peaceful fcenes, foon 
mix inthe bufy throng; foon launch in the vortex 
of fafhion, folly, and caprice.—Then is the trying 
time. Hufh, my prophetic fears—Silence ye fad 
forebodings. Say not there are any here, who, in 
days to come, fhall fall the wretched victims of de- 
{troying vice. Forbid it eternal powers! Forbid it 
Gop of goodnefs, who makes fuch innocence thy 
care. Let me intreat you, O let me conjure you; 
my dear and valuable friends, to take heed to your 
ways: Hearken to the voice of inftruction. Re- 
collect, that on your prefent improvement, depends 
your temporal and eternal happinefs. LE ariy habits 
feldom are effaced ; if virtuous, they will conduct 
you to happinefs—if vicious, the confequences will, 
they muft be fatal. ‘The prefent moment is all you 
can call your own , once paiied, it can never be re- 
called. Tothe polite accomplifhments peculiar to 
our fex, add the fhining gem of virtue, and the in~ 
valuable ornament of a pure heart. Shun that 
levity which contemns things facred as the bane of 
female manners. Cherifh fublime and reverential 
ideas of Religion—Live in the world, and not with 
it; and prepare to leave things tfantitory forthe 
certain hope of blifs fubitantial, and that fadeth not 
away. Let this important precept fink deep in 
every heart, “* Remember thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, Nexe. 
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Next toth¢ primary duty due the Gon of Heaven, 
yemember your earthly parents; remember their care, 
their folicitude for your happinefs; on you their 
every with, there every hope depends. Long have 
they regarded you as the prop and folace of their - 
declining years. Oh, difappoint them not ; heap 
not upon yourfelves the vindictive wrath of Heaven, 
denounced on Parracides—nor fend the ‘* grey 
hairs of your beloved parents with forrow to the 
grave.’* To thofe employed in your education, 
gratitude and love undoubtedly belong. Unnfed 
to think aright, fome may charge them with harfh- 
nefs and feverity; but, in more mature age, you 
will regard them as your friends, fedulous to pro- 
mote your welfare. 

Pardonthefe few hints, my much-loved friends. 
Regard them not as an oftentatious difplay of fupe- 
riot knowledge—nor as the premonitions of one, 
doubtful of your conduct, or fufpicious of your vir- 
tue; but rather the effect of that love, whichywould, 
by holding out the beacon, warn you of danger, 
and conduct you to the haven of blifs. 


But while thus inculcating duties proper for my 
fifters, let me to precept add the force of my ex- 
ample. Gratitude, the nobleft virtue in the human 
heart, prompts me to the tafk—the tafk of thank- 
ing you, my worthy inftructors, whofe care and at- 
tention merit my warmeit acknowledgments. To 
you, fir, under whofe care I have principally been, 
muchisdue. With the ftrict duty of a teacher, | 
have ever found blended, the fond affection of a 
father; and to the firm injunction of obedience, was 
ever fuperadded the affiftance of a kind and ready 
friend. Time, fir, will never efface the grateful 
remembrance, and oft fhall I breathe a fervent 
prayer to heaven for your happinels. 


To you, madam, I turn with grateful venera.. 
| : lon, 
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tion. Your efforts to improve, merit, and will fe. 
cure, the approbation of all entrufted to your care, 
Actuated by the nobleft motives, you forego the 
pleafures of the domeftic circle, and chearfully en- 
counter the noife and buftle of a public fcheol.—~ 
Al} muft approve the act ; and I fondly hope, that 
while contributing to the happinefs of others, your 
Own may increafe and multiply. ' 

I amalfo bound publicly to acknowledge, the 
occafional affiftance of the other ladies and gentle, 
men, employed in the Semiiary ; may fuccefs in 
their ferviceable undertakings, reward them here, 
and may they, inthe Great Day of Retribution, be 
enrolled Ww ith the friends and benefactors of mil}s 
Bind,” ~ 

To the friends ‘ind patrons of. our Seminary, 
alfo belongs the tribute of gratitude and praife.—~ 
Your laudable ‘efforts, gentlemen, in the diftufion 
of fcience, and knowledge, call for the thanks of 
an highly ‘favored, and much improved pcople.—~ 
Future ages fhall confecrate your names, and the 
voice of thoufands yet unborn, fhall reiterate the 
bleffings procured by your exertions. *  * 

J come now to the laft fad office, the mournful 
tafk affigned me; that of pronouncing to you, my 
dear and much-loved friends, the cruel fentence, 
that we meet no move. Oh, why this heaving figh, 
and why this farting tear ? Why do my faulter-. 
ing lips in°vain eflay to bid you all— Farewell. 
Oft as I try to obey the cruel mandate, bufy fancy 
piciures to my view, many delightful days of Inno» 
cence and mirth now paft, never to return, Each 
lovely fifter, with attractive grace, faftens on my 
heart ; and every kind, endearing act of friendfhip, 
pie ds for a longer and a longer ftay. ’Tis all in 
vain. May that eternal power that guards the 
good and vuft, blefs you in this life, and in that 
which is to come Crown you wath immortal blifs.— 

| ib ona to, 
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Yer, ere we part, let me fnatch one gleam of dif. 
tanthope. We fhall meet again. If not before, 
in the brighter manfion of the worlds above: We 
jhall meet again, never more to part. "Be this my 
comfort—this my beft fupport, and enable me to 
pronounce toyou, my dear and amiable girls, this 
inf, this fond, affectionate Adieu { - 


THE CIRCULAR ADDRESS 
OF THE 


Ceneral Conmnittee of Correspondence, 
Appointed by the Philadelphia Baptift Affociation. 


The said Commtitee 10 the Baptist Associations, 
Churches, Ministers and a@ive Brethren 
in the United States, wish Grace, 
Mercy and Peace from our Lord 
Jefus Chrift ¢0 be multiplied. 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 


ly has been impreffed with 
weight on the minds of fome of us thefe many years, 
that fome mode of more general communication 
would materially conduce to promote the welfare 
of Zion in our connection: particularly by diffu- 
fing a more general knowledge of one another, as 
alfo of fuch particulars as it may be material to 
know, and by DRAWING CLOSER THE BONDS OF 
eb nities ne 


To devife fome plan in itfelf practicable, and 
clear of objections was the difficulty. It was pro- 
pofed among us in private converfation, between 

sok : : thirty 
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thirty and forty yeares ago, to promote the above 
objects, by means of a Genéral Conference, to ton-~ 
fift of Delegates from all parts to meet at fome 
central place at ftated periods. This bade fair not 


only to accomplifli the above objects, but alfo to 
combine the farther advantage of counfel, as well 


as to promote and preferve unity in faith and prac 
tice ; but it was only talked of. 


, Mr. Afplund fome years ago did more, and to 
good effect. He collected materials and publifhed 
a general Regifter of all the Baptift Affociations, 
Churches, Minifters and Meinhies on the conti- 
nent. «This he did at a vaft expence of labor and. 
money, for which he deferves the thanks of all Bap- 
tifts in the union: but fuch particular and impor- 
tant. Communications are not frequently looked fog. 
by the exertions of an individual, 


Our affociation lately propofed the aforefaid. 
General Conference to the confideration of fome of 
our fifter Affociations for concurrence, which while 
fome neglected, others were apprehenfive- of al- 
moft infuperable difficulties attending the carrying. 
of it into execution, and others again were fearful 
it might in time infringe on the independence of 


‘the Churches, which you know we {are zealous to, 


fupport. 


Our Affociation have now adopted another. 
mode, as you will fee by an extract from the laft 


‘Minutes, printed on this fheet. We hope it will 


meet your approbation. They have appointed a 
Committee of Correfpondence to collect infor- 
mation from all parts, and publifh the fame at pro— 
perintervals. This.it is thought, ftands clear of 
the objections made.to the other plans : but, then, 
this alfo muft come to nothing, unlefs it meet with 

apprebation, 
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approbation, concurrence, and fome good depree of 
exertion abroad. Unlefs communications are made 
to us, there will be but litthé in our power that we 
can do. : 


The information we waht and hope to receive 
is the following : What affociations there are, what 
number of Churches and Communicants they com- 
prife, when and where they meet, the fame of new 
Affociations that may be formed hereafter, what 
new Churches may be conftituted, when and where, 
with the number of Communicants; what Chur. 
ches do not Affociate; what Churches have diffolv- 
ed or are deftitute, what number of Minifters, who 
have lately been ordained, who deceafed, what 
Licentiates and Itinerants. The ftate of Religion, 
declenfions or revivals, ufeful anecdotes, temarka~ 
ble occurrences; &c. with whatever elfe you may 
judge it material and ufeful to know.——Herein, 
dear brethren, we wifh you, for the love of Curisr, 
to exercife diligence and activity, and when you 
have collected what you can, tranfmit the fame by 
any fafe conveyance that may prefent, or by poff, to 
the rev. William Rogers, Philadelphia, Corref- 
ponding Secretary, or any of the Members of the 
Committee, by the latter end of Auguit in every 
year. 

Deeming it unneceffary to enlarge, we falute 
you affectionately inthe Lorp, and remain your 


Brethren in the faith and fellowfhip of the Gof- 
pel. 
SAMUEL JONES, Prefident. 


WILLIAM ROGERS, Correfponding Sec’ry. 
WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Recording See’ry. 





Philadelphia, January sth, 1803. 
PLAN 
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PLAN or rxz COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE: 
Taken from the Philadelphia Association Minutes, OB0ber, 180%, 


I. THAT aGeneral Committee be appointed by the Phila/ 
delphia Affociation, for the purpofe of Correfponding with a]l the 
Baptift Affociations, Churches and Minifters, on the continent o 
North- America, : 


_ YV. That this Committec be feleéted out of thofe Minifters and 

ivate brethren who may refide in the City and vicinity of Phila. 
delphia, . Their number may confift of ten, or fifteen, including 4 
Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Treafurer, and two: Secretaries ; two- 
thirds of whom may make a Quorum for Bufinefs. 


III. That this Committee open a Correfpondence with the 
feveral Affociations, requefting an accurate account of origin, cone 
ftitution, numbers, incredfe, decreafe, declénfions, révivals, minifters, 
ordinations, &c. &e. 


IV. That this Coiniittee of Correfpondence meet once in the’ 

ear, or as often as circumftances may require, whether in the City 

of Philadelphia, or in Towns adjacent, for the purpofe of examining 

the communications which may have been made,’and to adjuft the 
fame as they may deem neceffary. 


V. That the Committee pablifh once in the year, or in two. 
years, as to them may appear neceffary, a Pamplet, containing the 
mott interefting and important intelligence ; and that fuch periodical 
Publication do not exceed in price one half dollar, 


THE MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE AREF 


SaMUEL Jones, D. D. of Lower Dublin, Prefident. Tuo- 
mas B.Montany es, of Southampton, Penn(ylvania, Vice. Prefident. 
Joun M‘Leop, of Philadelphia, Treafurer. Wa1itt1am Staucu- 
TON, D. D. of Bordenton, Recording Secretary, Wuittiam 
RoGERS, D. D. of Philadelphia, Correfponding Secretary. Bur- 
ciss ‘ALLISON, a. M. of Bordenton, New-Jerfey.. Davin Jones, 
a. M. of Great Valley, Pennfylvania. Gerorce Incers, Efq. 
and Joun PrcxwortTh, of Philadélphia. Witt1am Wuirse and 
S1ras Hoven, of New Britain. Tomas Hotmes and Joun 
Hoimes, of Lower Dublin, Wittiam Macces, of Southe 


ampton. 
MINUTES, 
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ss MINUTES, 
, -» OF THE . - 
THIRD YEARLY BAPTIST CONFERENCE, 


HOLDEN J AT PowsiioR: IN THE STATE OF 
CEERGIA, ON APRIL 29, and ashes 


tae 3 A dikcouets was delivered. at 1p o’clock, 
A. M. by brother Henry age 1s from John 
17 and f. : 2 
_., IL. Brotuer. Holcombe was hota Mode- 
rator, and brother Jeffe Mercer, Clerk. 7 
TL _Minisrers’ flames, wére enrolled: and 
arrangements made for preaching to the people. 
_. JV. IntreRestinc. accounts ..were received 
refpecting the late progtefs of religion, the door 
now. open, fof. propagating the gofpel, and the 
flourifhing | ftate of the churches. ;,. 
._...V. .Discussep the plaz more clofely t to unite 
the Baptifts of this. ftate, and to promote union 
among all-real chriftians, as ftated in the Georgia 
Analytical Repofitory... .. - 
— till to-morrow to o’clock. 


<> 


April zoth—Met according to adjournment. 


I, Encacep in the public exercifes of de- 
votion. ;+, ld os, 
IL On calling over the lift, the. minifters 
prefent were found to be, Miller Bledfoe, Henry 
Cunningham, a man of color, Charles Gola: Ste 
phen Gaftord, William Green, Henry Holcombe, 
Tolin Harvey, . James. Hiflin, “William: Lord, 
William Lovell, Abraham Marthall, Benjamin 
Mattox, James Mathews, Jeffe Mercer, Robert 
Meginty, William Mattox, Francis Rofs, John 
Rofs, Benjamin Thomion, Edmond Talbor, Joel 


Willis, and Sanders Walker. | 
F IIT, 
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Ill. Cuosza Committee of twelve, to bé 
known, and diftinguifhed by the tithe of Tue 


GEenersaL ComMitrer oF-GeorGIA BAPTISTS, 
to tranfact the bufinefs, and purfue the objects of 
this Conference. : : 

IV. Wiru gratitude to Gop for his un- 
fpeakable mercies, and ardent defires that, through 
his bleffing, the Committee might prove a lafling 
fupport to his caufe, the conference was diffolved: 


H. HOLC ON BE, Moderator. 
_ JESSE MERCER, Clerk. 











MINUTES, 
OF THE 
Ceneral Contmitter of Ceorgia Baptists,» 
Appointed at Powelton the 30th April, 1803. 


I. At 30’clock, p. ™. the Rev. Meffieurs 
Miller Bledsoe, William Green, Heury Holcombe, 
Abraham Marshall, James Mathews, Fesse Mer- 
cer, Robert Meginty, Francts Ross, Fobhu Ross, 
Edmond Talbot, and Sanders Walkér, took their 
{eats as members of the General Committee. 

If, Brotuer Marfhall was elected Chair- 
man, and brother Holcombe Secretary. 

Ill. Tue minifters prefent, not of the Com- 
mittee, amongft whom was the Rev. Robert M. 
Cunningham, of the Prefbyterian order, were in- 
vited to feats. ; 

1V. Resorvep, THat THE ENCOURAGE- 
MENT OF ITINERANT PREACHING, THE RELI~ 
GIOUS INSTRUCTION OF OUR SAVAGE NEIGH- 


BORS, AND THE INCREASE OF UNION AMONG 
ALE 





Minutes. 


ALL REAL CHRISTIANS, which were the leading 
objects of the late conference, fhall be zealoufly 
profecuted by this Committee. 

~ — Adjourned ’till to-morrow 19 o’clock. 


May 1ft—-Met conformably to adjournment. 

I. Resoivep, That this Committe, appoint- 
ed by as numerous a body of the Baptitts of this 
{tate as it is reafonable to expect could be conven- 
ed on any ordinary occafion, fhould, the more ef- 
fectually to promote the general interefts of re- 
ligion, be rendered permanent, cither by an annual 
delegation from the Georgia Affociations, or other~ 
wile. 

IT. ResoLvep, That while the Committee 
encourage itinerant preaching, by their worthy 
brethren, the members fhould, “individually, prac- 
tice it, as far as will. contift with other, and indif- 
penfible duties. 

Ill. Resotvep, That the beft dhasaver of 
this Committee fhall: be ufed, whenever circum- 
ftances will juftify the attempr, to eftablith, as she 
germ. of a Mission, an Englifh School among the 
Creek Indians. 

Adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow. 


Met purfuant to adjournment. 

I. Resotvep, Thatthe Circular Addrefs of 
the General. Committee. of Correfpondence ap- 
pointed by the Philadelphia Baptift A flociation, 
and republifhed in the Georgia Analytical Repofi- 
tory, has a. trong claim to the perfevering atten- 
tion of all the Baptift Minifters, Churches and 
Affociations in.the United States. 

II. THe Committee had the honor to receive, 
mediately, from. a refpectable Society in London, 
two volumes of ‘excellent tracts, as a prefent for 
the ftate of Georgia ; whereupon, 

Refolved, 
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Resoivep, That publicity be given to fuch 
of thofe pieces as poffefs specéal merit, in ele 
rae’ 


III. Riabas on the matter of a Circular 


‘Addrefs to the Baptift Affociations, ‘and all Gof 


pel Minifters, of every other denoriination. in this 
{tate ; and requefted the Secretary to prepare, and 
publith the fame, with the preceding minutes. | 


IV. ‘Avastin the next meeting of this 
Committee the Saturday before the firft Sunday in 
May, 1804, at the Kioke.—The. introductory dif. 
courfe to be delivered by brother Halepmibe! or, 
in cafe of tailore, by brother Meginty. Adjourned, 


HPMHRTSER 
CIRCULAR ADDRESS. 


THE Goutal Commitee of Georgia Baptists, bela 
at Powelton the 1st of May, 1803, to the Baptist 
Associations, and all Gospel Muntsters, not of 
their order, witbhinthis State, wish “© THE UNI-« 
TY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE’? == 


Aye? “— Friends, 


\ \ E._ have the fatisfaction to ina« 


form you, that one of the diftinguifhing traits of our 
prefent mecting has been unprecedented harmony. 
An appearance of coolrefs, and mifunderftanding, 
which had palfied our meafures, has vanifhed. be- 
fore the light of candid invettigation. | The fenfe 
of our churches, on the fubje¢t of a general union 
among themfelves, has been carefully collected 
from a number of their minifters, deacons and 

other 
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other intelligent characters ; and we have feriouf- 
ly ‘confidered what general line of conduct is pro- 
per to be purfued by us, towards good men whg 
are not in our connexion. The resu/ts, we have 
the honor to lay before you, In HERS of your apps 
bation and concurrence. : 


In the fitft place, therefore, we take the liber- 
ty to addrefs ourfelves to the Ailociations. 


BrerovepD IN THE Lorp, 


WE are happy to learn that the 
failure by two of your number, in choofing dele- 
gates to form a General Committee, agreeably to 
the plan recommended by our fecond ‘conddiakos. 
muft be afcribed to the want of that complete in- 
formation, relative to the neceflity and object of 
the meafure, which we haften to communicate.— 
In doing this, it is neceflary to remind you, that a 
jittle more than three years ago our common inter- 
efts, as chriftians, were languithing, and.feemed al- 
moft ready to expire. There were, indeed, indi- 
viduals who borean honeitt teftimony to the truth, 
and a few well difciplined churches; but, in a 
general view, you will readily recollect, our fitua- 
tion was difcouraging in the extreme. Several ot 
our moft able,'and active minifters had juft been 
removed from time, others, as to any dengas of. 
extenfive ufefulnefs,. were FREEONES by the confe~ 
quential fhock, learning drooped, religion appear- 
ed in mourning, and was daily menaced by crefted 
infidelity: All this was publithed i in Gath; and, 
to add to our humiliation, poffefling no means of 
co-operating in any defi@n, we were unnoticed, or 
viewed with contempt, by the common enemy.— 
Many folitary individuals, unknown to each other, 
lamented this firuation of affairs; but who could 

sabato ftep 
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ftep forward, not only at the rifk of a mortify. 
ing difappointment, but of censure, to propofe 
any meafure for the general good? All being 
equal, this wasno one’s duty, zz particular, and 
yct, it muft be acknowledged, it was the duty 
of every one who poffeffed the requifite abilities. 
Under thefe circumftances a meeting of minifters, 
and other active friends to religion, was propofed. 
and happily effected at Powelton, on the 1ft of 
May, 1801, to confer on the beft means of reviving 
the interefts of the churches. ~ At this memorable. 
conference, zeal rekindled, and formed the pious 
determination of propagating the gofpel, by itine-, 
rant preaching, not merely throughout the ftate, 
but, if poflible, among the neighboring favages.— 
A twelve-month afterwards, agreeable to appoint— 
ment, a fecond conference at the fame place, by 
concerting a plan of GENERAL UNION, evinced. 
the utility of the firfi, and led to thethird, which, 
as you have feen, has terminated in this commit- 
tee, as a bond of union, cenire of intelligence, and, 
advisory Council, to the Baptifts of this ftate. The 
necessity that exifted for iych an iffue of our deli- 
berations, it ishumbly prefumed, will be obvious. 
to every intelligent and impartial perfon ; and the 
leading odject of this Committee, is to advance 
your general interefts, by drawing your lights to a 
focus, and giving unity, confiftency, and confe- 
quently energy and effect to your exertions in the, 
caufeof Gop. With a fteady view to an object fo. 
defirable and important, we truft that converted 
individua's, unconnected with any religious focie- 
ty, and of our denaqminational fentiments, will 
join themfelves to our churches; that the church- 
és will punctually fuppert their reprefentation in 
the Affociations; and that thefe venerable bodies 
will appear, 4y ‘three delegates from each, at the 
time and place appointed for the meeting of this 
Commitiee. 
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Committee. In that cafe, the feats which we have 
the honor to fill, as the Committee of the late con- 
ference, we fhall moft cheerfully refign to your 
delegates ; but, fo effential to the Baptift intereft, 
in this ftate, do we deem the general committee, 
that fhould there bea deficiency in your reprefen- 
tation, we are bound, as appears by our minutes, to 
fupply it by the method which may appear moft 
eligible. . But we have no doubt of your forming 
the committee by your own delegates, except it 
should be prevented by an interposition of Divine 
Providence: 


SucH, at once, are the fimplicity and magni. 
tude of the OBJECT in contemplation, that we 
think it unneceflary to adda fyllable more; ef- 
pecially as the utility of our Kite arrangements, 
tending to it, is fo honorably attefted by the addi- 
tion of thoufands to your enlightened bodies. 


We proceed moft refpectfully to folicit the 
attention of all gofpel minifters, not of our order, 
in this ftate. 


Rev: Brethren, 
WE are affured by revelation, 
and have the happinefs to fee/, that all who love 
our Lorp Jrsus Curist in fincerity make but 
one family. If of-this defcription, our Father, 
our elder Brother, and the Spirit that is given. to 
us, are the fame; and the fame our hopes, our 
fears, our defires, our averfions, our forrows, and 
our pleafures. Whenever we att like aliens to- 
wards each other, it is becaufe we are difguifed by 
our imperfections, or mifreprefented by our ad- 
verfaries. ; 
IMPRESSED with thefe fentiments, we fhall 
be 
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be happy to fee you all, or any of you, at our next 
meeting ; that we may enjoy the opportunity, in our 
public capac ity, of evincing to. you, and tothe 
world, our fincere difpofition, and earneft defire, to 
cultivate, and maintain friendfhip and. fellowhhip, 
not only with you, but with all the true followers 
of Jesus Curist, of your ee denomina~ 
tions. 

You have fepeatedly doné us the honor, 
publicly to invite us to your. facramental tables ; 
and though, in our view, there were ferious ob- 
jections* to our acceptance of your liberal; and, 


tc doubt not, affectionate invitations, we prayed 


that allthe difciples of our common Lorp might 
be ONE, EVEN AS HE AND THE, FATHER ARE 
one. . To this prayer, we are cordially willing to 
add, in conjunction with you, our beft endeavors, 
to remove every obftacle to eur communisn at that 
board which, we truft, will be fucceeded by an in- 
finitely richer banquet i in our father’s houfe. ma? ts 

Wrrut the greateft refpect, and affection, we 
invite you, Rev. Brethren, to an zuvestigation, in 
order toa scriptural adjustment, of the compara~ 
tively {mall points in which we differ ; and remain 
your, the Associations’, and the public’ s, unworthy 
fervants in the Gofpel. 


ABRAHAM MARSHALL, Chairman. 
HENRY HOLCOMBE, Secretary. 


* Forinftance: No general confultation, by our denomina- 
tions refpectively, had been helc, on the propriety, or impropriety, 
of a mixed communion ; nor did any difcipline exift among. us to 
prevent members excommunicated by onze, from being received by: 
another denomination, to meet, in a new connexion, their aggrieved 
brethren at the Lorp’s table 
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The Editor to Subscribers, and Correspondents. 


i 


BELOVED FRIENDS, 


mB HE attention you Havé 


been pleafed to pay to my late addrefs, lays meun~. 
der obligations to. refume my:.pen, at leaft, once 
wore. I have received afiurances that the bufinefs 
in hand will be brought to an honorable clofe; 
and affiftance to renew,,and continue it, has been 
generoufly offered, by Gentlemen of firft- rate abil 
ities. .Be aflured, however, that I am far from 
fuppofing that fuch .refpect is due, or that it has 
been paid, to my imperfect performances. You 
have charitably,, judged that my, feeble effays pro- 
ceed from right motives, and tend .to ufefulnefs. 
tence, from the. City of Wafhington, to jhe inte- 
rior of Georgia, I have been prefied to. perfevere in 
my editorial. efforts. On the fame, ground, the 
General Committee ‘of Goorgia Baptitts, . have 
given it as their decided opinion, that the Repofi- 
ory ihould be continued, an honored it with .the, 
Sonate of their patronage. You have confidered 
that much candor, and many favorable allowances, 
are due to this piece, as the .firft praduction ef the 
kind in a country. but three fcore and ten years 
of age. It has not efcaped your notice, th: at all 
human, 



















human, and many divine productions, appear to 
great difadvantage in their origin: You have ob- 
ferved too that a cloud, at firft no larger than a 
man’s hand, has, in its ‘progrefs, watered exten- 
five plains ; ‘and can eafily conceive that a fhow- 
ball put in motion at a mountain’s top by an in- 
fant, may increafe in fize and velocity till its thun- 
dering courfe is marked by proftrate forefts. 
Under thefe confiderations, ‘you have fo fers 
encouraged this Effay to expect your fostering 
hands, that I arn induced to make the oe 


PROPOSAL: 


I. The Seventh sanhier of the Repofitory 
fhall be put to prefs as foon as five hundred copies 
are fubf{cribed for. 

II. A number of the fize, and quality of ¢hzs, 
fhall be publifhed once in every pra three 
months. 

Ill. The work fhall be delivered to fubferi- 
bers, or their order, for a quarter dollar a number, 
at tbe Editor’ s dwelling house in Savannab. 

IV. To non-fubfcribers the price will be a 
fourth more.‘ 

Y.'Subfcribers’ names, titles, and slaces of 
refidence, fhall appear, next tothe title-page, in the 
firft number now'to'be publifhed. 

VI. ‘At the'end of every fixth number will be 
a general Index, frée of expence. °°’ | 

VILA volume; compofed of fix nidnsitane, neatly 
bound and lettered, will be prefented to every’ oné 
who fhall obtain fubfcribers, and be anfwerable 
to the editor, for twenty-five copies of the work. 

VIII. All Communications to, and from the 
editor, muft be iiough the ; medium of friends, 
or ene one, : 


The above proposal, may be earn upon fuit- 
able paper, to receive fignatures, by thofe who 


may pleafe fo far to intereft themfelves in its 
fuccefs. Thus 














Thus refpected patrons, it remains with your- 
felves, under Divine Providence, to fix the level, 
and determine the fate of this little work, which 
was intended for good, by your much obliged, and 
ever obedient fervant, Tue EDITOR. 
wee IN. Bi On further reflection, the editor de- 
clines publifhing his proud lift’ of a thoufand fub- 
{cribers to the Repofitory : This he does, not only 
becaufe many great names were received before he 
intimated an intention to make them public; but 
more efpecially as he will foon Know who are will- 
ing, after fome knowledge of this work, to be 
known as its supporters. 

¢- Experience recommends uniting thofe, 
only, as fub(cribers, to any one paper, tor the Re- 
pofitory;“who are in the habit of ‘meeting at the 
fame place of public worfhip, where their ref-~ 
pective copies may’ be diftributed, from time to 
time, with ¢onvenience. ~~ , 
See. To Corresponpents. Academical 
Exeroifee-Bloppaphaeal Sketches—Church Hif- 
tory—A Funeral * Oration—Religious. Letters— 
And an Effay on the Soul’s Immortality, have been 
received, and, ‘fhould this work be continued, will 
appear among its contents. 
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| FRANCE. 

At the beginning of the 18th century the French adored their 
Monarch, even to meanness; before the end of it, they per- 
secuted and detested monarchy, even to savage cruelty and. 
injustice, and to an excess, the horror of which was only 
diminished by its being extravagantly ridiculous. At the 
beginning of the century, the French were pious to their 
God, and polite to their neighbours ; but at the end of it, 
impiety and insolence were their boast and their pride! What 
has been must astonish all; what is to be is beyond conjec- 

ture; but if one were to be hazarded on this occasion, it 

would be, that the French nation will retract part of their 

conduct, and become less extravagantly wild; though the 

tree of French liberty leaves a bad seed in every field where 

it has been planted, that will long be remembered with grief 
and dismay. : 

During that so famous a century; 

: GREAT BRITAIN 

has.also undergone a great change. It already had too much: 
power and importance to admit of a rise like Russia or Prus- 
sia, and it was going in a positively different direction from. 
Spain.and Portugal, so that it can be compared to no other 
nation during the last century. Blest with a free government, 
established in the end of the 17th century, and under laws 
well administered, this nation has increased in. wealth and 
importance.—Its manufactures, in particular, are the won- 

der of the world ; for never before was the labour of man so 

abbreviated and rendered so predictive as it is in this coun- 

try by the help of machines, and the contrivances which in- 

genuity has brought to its aid. 

Our commerce has increased in proportion as.our manu- 
factures have been. brought to perfection, and our. wealth in 
proportion to both, so that we are enabled to give a length of 
credit to strangers that was hitherto unknown in the annals 
of commerce. This unexampled wealth enabled England 
to establish, protect, and, raise to. importance that large por- 
tion of America, now the 

UNITED STATES, 
which a variety of causes, but chiefly the envy of other na» 
tions, incited to throw off its dependance on this country, 
when our enemies said we were ruined, and waited for our 
fall ; but to their surprise and disappointment, the British 


islands havé prospered more than ever. 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
As the begining of the last century saw an Union between 
England and Scotland, so the commencement of the pre- 
sent is marked with another, which we hope will not be less 
auspicious. And if it be urged that England lost an em- 
pire, in the last century, which she nurtured, it is answered, 
that in losing America, though England lost so great a pro- 
vince, yet she had planted a colony which will for these seve- 
ral.centuries to come be an increasing customer for her man- 
ufactures, and therefore will amply repay her for the trouble 
and expence that have been incurred in forming that great 
establishment. 

Prosperity so unexampled as that of England, has, indeed, 
been attended with heavy national expences, from the envy 
ae it has excited; but though these expences are great, they have 
2 not produced the bad effects that calculators have predicted, 

q and the present burthens are considerably greater than they 
otherwise would be, on account of the great efforts now 
- made to pay them off. 

By exertions, proportioned to our wealth, power, and 
national bravery, we have, sinee the revolution broke out on 
the continent, resisted its effects. Our efforts by sea have 
been crowned, by Divine Providence, with a brilliancy of 

success beyond all example. While we have almost annihi- 

| . lated the fleets of our enemies, we have greatly increased 
our own; while we have wrested from them most of their 
foreign possessions, we have increased our own; and even 
our commerce has increased faster than ever, while that of 
our enemies has beer reduced to the lowest pitch. 

It is not improbable that the envy of fresh enemies is 
now preparing for us fresh triumphs, and for them defeat ; 
but we neither invade nor provoke any one, and we must, 
under the blessing of God, protect our rights, otherwise our 
ruin is inevitable. 

4 Whilst the last century has produced all these changes, 
| we do not say (though knowledge has extended) that wis- 
| dom and good sense have increased; nor, though riches and 
wealth have multiplied, do we presume to decide as to real 
happiness; and we are sorry to see a general disposition to 
despise what is ancient, and to shew a contempt for the wis- 
dom of our ancestors, which leads to wild and vain theo- 
| ries, and conducts mento those experiments, which end in 
unhappiness and confusion. : 
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